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... TOKYO, May 26-A powerful earthquake rocked Ja­
pan's picturesque northern coastline today, spawning 
15-foot tidal waves, leaving at least 32 persons dead and 
causing widespread damage over seven of the country's 
prefectures. 
:.,.·IT'he quake, the most deadly to hit Japan in 15 years, 
hit shortly after noon with its epicenter· in the Sea of 
Japan about 100 .miles off the shore of Akita prefecture 

Tohoku region . and 340 
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As aftershocks from the tremor continued to rattle the 
art1a''fate "into . the 'night:' Japanesefelevision- crews pro-
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